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*  ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OE  THE  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
OE  THE  ISLE  OE  WIGHT, 

Eon  the  Year,  1886. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 

Authority . 

Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  to  yon  my  Annual  Eeport  for  1886  I  will 
adopt  the  arrangement  I  Lave  found  convenient  in  previous 
years,  enabling  me,  as  it  does,  to  comply  with  the  directions 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  Order  to  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  in  preparing  their  Annual  Reports. 

1. - VITAL  STATISTICS. 

* 

During  the  year  1886  861  children  were  born  and  445  Births,  and 
persons  died  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Eural  Sanitary  District.  Deaths. 

Of  those  born  423  were  males  and  438  females.  Of  those 
who  died  234  were  males  and  211  females. 

It  is  estimated  there  were  28,264  persons  living  in  the  Population, 
middle  of  the  year,  of  whom  14,559  it  is  estimated  were 
males,  and  13,704  were  females.  The  birth  rate,  therefore,  Birth  rate  and 
was  equal  to  30*4  per  1,000,  and  the  death  rate  to  15*7  per  Death  rate. 
1,000.  The  deaths  of  48  persons  were  registered  who  died 
within  but  did  not  belong  to  the  District,  and,  if  we  deduct 
these,  the  death  rate  was  14-0  per  1,000  of  persons  living. 

The  birthrate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1886  was  32-4,  and 
the  death  rate  was  19-3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  middle  of  the  year.  The  death  rate  in  small 
towns  and  country  parishes  in  England  and  Wales  was  17*8 
per  1,000.  The  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  was  lower 
than  in  any  previous  year  since  1848,  and  was  2*0  below 
the  mean  annual  rate  in  the  ten  years  1876-1885.  The 
mean  annual  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  the  first 
six  years  of  the  current  decennium  (1881-90)  did  not  exceed 
19*3,  and  was  2*1  below  the  mean  rate  in  the  preceding  ten 
years  (1871-80).  The  reduction  in  the  death  rate  implies 
that  more  than  339,000  persons  in  England  and  Wales 
were  alive  at  the  end  of  1886  who  would  have  died  had  the 
mean  death  rate  been  what  it  was  from  1871-80. 
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In  1886  tlie  birth  rate  xii  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sani¬ 
tary  District  was  2’0  below  the  average  birth  rate  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales,  and  the  death  rate  was  3’6  belo#  the 
annual  death  rate,  or,  deducting  the  deaths  of  persons  who 
did  not  belong  to  the  District,  who  died  within  it,  5*3  below 
the  average.  ‘As  compared  with  the  death  rate  in  small 
towns  and  country  parishes  the  death  rate  was  2-1  below 
the  average,  or  deducting  the  deaths  among  persons  tem¬ 
porarily  residing  in  the  District,  3*8  below  the  average. 

The  death,  rate  of  males -at  all  ages  was  16*0,  and  of 
females  12-4  per  1,000.  ' 

Infant  mortality.  The  rate  of  mortality  of  infants,  .obtained  by  determining 
the  proportion  of  deaths  under  oiie  year  to  registered  births, 
was  equal  to  73  per  1,000,  150  per  1,000  being  the  infantile 
rate  of  mortality  for  England  and  Wales.  116  children,  or 
26’0  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  died  under  5  years,  and  176 
persons,  or  39-5  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  died  at  or  above  60. 
113  persons,  or  25  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  died  at  or  over 
70,  68  of  whom  wrere  between  70  and  80,  38  between  80 
and  90,  and  7  were  90  or  over.  The  greatest  age  regis¬ 
tered  among  the  deaths,  that  of  a  labourer  who  died  in  the 
Workhouse,  was  95. 

48  persons  who  died  Within  the  District  did  not  belong 
thereto,  of  these  36  died  in  the  Workhouse,  9  in  the  Royal 
National  Hospital  for  Consumption,  2  were  on  a  visit  to 
the  Island,  and  the  body  of  one  drowned  off  the  mainland 
coast  was  washed  ashore  at  a  point  which  is  within  the 
parish  in  which  the  man  was  born. 

15  persons  died  a  violent  death,  6  by  drowning,  3  by  falls, 
1  by  scald,  1  by  suffocation,  1  by  being  run  over,  and 
3  committed  suicide,  2  by  drowning  and  1  by  shooting.  The 
death  rate  of  deaths  by  violence  is  equivalent  to  0-53  per 
1,000,  the  death  rate  for  1886  in  England  and  Wales  being 
O’ 60  per  1,000. 

The  445  deaths  from  all  causes  included — 


Mortality  of  the 
Aged. 


Deaths  by 
Violence. 


Mortality  from 
particular  Dis¬ 
eases. 

Zymotic  Diseases 


4  attributed  to  measles 

1  ,,  ,,  scarlatina 

14  ,,  ,,  diphtheria 

2  ,,  ,,  whooping  cough 

7  ,,  ,,  fever 

4  ,,  ,,  diarrhoea 


The  32  deaths  referred  to  these  principal  zymotic  dis¬ 
eases  was  equal  to  a  rate  of  1T3  per  1,000.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  2 -2 6  per  1,000.  A  death  from 
measles  and  a  death  from  diphtheria  occurred  among  those 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  District,  but  as  these  diseases 
were  contracted  within  it  the  death  rate  is  unaffected. 


.  51  persons  died  from  consumption  in  the  District,  12  of  Phthisis, 
whom  were  strangers  to  it.  This  would  he  equivalent  to  a 
death  rate  from  phthisis  of  1*8  per  1,000,  or,  deducting  the 
12  deaths  among  strangers,  of  1*0  per  1,000.  The  mean 
annual  death  rate  from  phthisis  in  England  and  Wales  is 
2*4  per  1,000  of  persons  living.  *  .  *  .  'V 

73  persons  died  of  other  forms  of  lung  disease,  of  whom  Lang  Diseases. 
3  did  not  belong  to  the  District.  This  is  equivalent  to  a 
death  rate  of  2*5  per  1,000,  or,  deducting  the  3  deaths  of 
persons  who  did  not  belong  to  the  District,  of  2*4  per  1,000, 
the  mean  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  3*3  per 
1,000. 

32  persons  died  of  heart  disease,  which  would  be  equal  Heart  Disease, 
to  a  death  rate  from  heart  disease  of  1*1  per  1,000,  or, 
deducting  the  deaths  of  5  persons  who  did  not  belong  to 
the  District,  of  0*9  per  1,000.  The  mean  death  rate  from 
heart  disease  in  England  and  Wales  is  1*3  per  1,000.  .  - 

19  persons  died  of  cancer,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  death  Cancer, 
rate  from  cancer  of  0*67  per  1,000;  The  mean  cancer  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  0*38  per  1,000. 

Scrofula  and  tuberculosis  caused  14  deaths,  which  is  Scrofula  and 
equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0*49  per  1,000.  The  mean  Tuberculosis, 
death  rate  of  scrofula  is  0*78  per  b,000.  i  - 

While  the  mortality  from  cancer  continues  to  be  in  excess  >■ 
in  your  District,  that  from  most  other  diseases  is  below, 
and  in  some  cases,  considerably  below,  the  average  mor¬ 
tality  of  England  and  Wales.  But  for  the  epidemic  of 
diphtheria,  the  extent  of  which  has  been  due,  in  my  opinion, 
to  remediable  causes,  the  zymotic  death  rate  of  your  District 
in  1886  would  have  been  only  0*63  per  1,000.  It  is 
necessary,  however,  to  bear  m  mind  that  in  an  exceptionally 
healthy  and  thinly  populated  district  like  yours,  the  mor¬ 
tality  ought  to  be  very  considerably  below  the  average 
mortality  of  the  country  generally,  which  includes  extensive 
areas  densely  peopled,  and  large  po23ulations  engaged  in 
unhealthy  occupations.  The  true  zymotic  death  rate  of 
portions  of  your  District  in  1886  was  far  higher  than  that 
of  England  and  Wales,  although  the  zymotic  death  rate  of 
the  District  generally  was  below  it.  And,  as  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  its  more  urban  places  multiply,  your  District 
will  not  maintain  its  low  death  rate,  you  will  find,  if  great 
and  constantly  increasing  vigilance  be  not  exercised,  and  if 
more  active  and  enlightened  measures  be  not  taken  in  the 
future  than  in  the  past. 


(A)  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1886,  in  the  Dural  Sanitary  Distrii 

$ncl  showing  sdso  the  Population  of  such  Local 


Names  of  Localities 
.adopted  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  A  these  Statis¬ 
tics  ;  ‘  public  institu¬ 
tions  being  shown  as 
separate  localities. 

* 
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Population 

AT  ALL 

Ages. 

p  Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  Causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

- 7 
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64 

1 
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6 
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1 

7 

16 

47 

Under  5 
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Godshiul. 
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12 

8 
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13 

23 
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Royal  National 
Hospital  for 
Consumption. 
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11 
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Calbourne. 
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13 

7 
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20 

30 
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Totals  . 

28008 

28264 

861 

445 

63 

53 

32 

20 

101 

176 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  mortality  of  this  Division  of  the  Sanitary  P1S 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the  division  or 
district  among  persons  belonging  thereto  . 

Under  5 
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| 

-J 
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district  among  persons  not  belonging 
thereto  . 
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2 
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1 
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».  c1' 


3LE  OE  WIGHT,  Classified  according  to  Hap  uses,  Ages,  and  Localities, 
le  Birtlis  therein  during  the  Year.  *. 
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The  Sanitary 
Law. 


Diphtheria. 

Whitwell. 

•K 

Roude. 

Nettlecombe. 


Niton. 


Shorvvell. 


2. - THE  SANITARY  HISTORY  OF  THE  YEAR. 

The  great  object  of  the  Sanitary  Law  is  the  prevention  of 
disease  and  death.  The  sanitary  history  of  any  year  must 
be  in  great  measure  a  record  of  the  action  taken  by  the 
,  "  Medical  Officer  Health  himself,  or  by  his  direction  or 

advice,  to  secure  this  object..  It  must  be,  at  the  same  time, 
an  account  of  the  incidence  of  the  diseases  obtaining  in  the 
District  during  the  year,  which  more  directly  depend  upon, 
or  are  influenced  by,  those  conditions  against  the  existence 
of  which  the  Sanitary  Law  is  directed.  And  it  must  also  be 
a  narration  of  circumstances  which,  directly  or  indirectly, 
have  been  promotive  of,  or  Have  militated  against,  the 
Zymotic  Diseases  one  object  for  which  the  Sanitary  Law  exists.  The  most 
prominent  of  the  diseases  referred  to  was  again  diphtheria, 
14  deaths  from  which,  were  registered.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  this  number  does  not  represent  the  mortality,  and 
that  at  least  20  persons  died  from  diphtheria  in  your 
District  during  1886. 

At  the  close  of  1885  there  was  a  case  of  diphtheria  at 
Sheepwash,  near  to  Whitwell,  and  other  cases  at  Whitwell 
and  Ford.  Early  in  January,  1886,  a  case  occurred  at 
Iloude,  the  patient  having,  apparently,  contracted  the  dis¬ 
ease  at  Sheepwash.  There  was  also  a  case  at  Nettlecombe, 
the  patient  having  visited  Ede’s  Farm,  where  two  deaths 
from  diphtheria  had  occurred.  There  was  no  fresh  case 
at  Whitwell  in  January,  but  in  February,  another  family, 
one  of  whom  died,  were  attacked. 

At  the  beginning  of  January  there  were  one  or  two 
suspicious  cases  at  Niton,  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
month  undoubted  diphtheria  appeared  in  two  houses  there. 
The  .patients  worked  at  St.  Catherine’s  lighthouse,  with 
men  from  infected  houses  at  Whitwell.  Between  this  time 
and  March,  when  the  last  case  occurred,  a  great  number  of 
persons  were  affected,  some  severely.  It  was  less  fatal, 
however,  than  at  Whitwell,  there  having  been  only  one 
death.  Niton  has  a  porous  sub-soil  of  greensand  in  many 
parts,  and  is.  situated  in  and  on  the  slopes  of  a  valley, 
through  which  a  rivulet  runs.  Soak  wells  and  leaky 
cesspits  are  very  general  there,  but  some  of  the  houses, 
happily,  have  an  independent  water  supply,  which  is 
brought  by  pipe  from  the  Upper  Greensand  outside  the 
village.  The  stream  is  contaminated  almost  to  its  source, 
and  much  slop-water  finds  its  way  into  it  in  its  passage 
through  the  place. 

In  February  I  found  many  persons  were  suffering  from 
sore  throat  at  Shorwell.  The  death  of  one  child,  living  in 
a  damp  cottage  close  to  the  stream,  was  certified  as  having 
died  of  “  diphtheric  croup”  in  February.  Cases  of  “  sore 
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throat”  occurred  until  May,  and  in  June,  two  children  in  one 
family  were  certified  as  having  "died  of  “  ulcerated  throat.” 

I  believe  this  epidemic  sore  throat  in  Shorwell  was  diph¬ 
theria  of  a  very  mild  type.  In  three  cases  I  found  distinct 
patches,  none  larger  over  than  a  split  pea,  on  the  tonsils.  *• 

One  of  these  cases  was  that  of  a  lad  I  -topped  while  he 
was  leading  horses  along  the  road. 

In  January  a  child  attending*.  Hulverstone  School  had  Chilton, 
sore  throat,  followed  by  partial  paralysis  of  voice.  Her 
sister  died  of  diphtheria  in  February.  In  March  there 
were  two  other  cases  at  Chilton.  Chilton  is  on  the  Wealden. 

A  case  occurred  at  Mottistone  in  April.  The  patient  was  Mottistone. 
a  relative  of  the  child  who  died  at  Chilton  in  February. 

In  February  and  March  there  was  much  sickness  at  Brooke. 
Brooke.  There  were  cases  of  “sore  throat”  among  the 
children  attending  Hulverstone  School,  and' some  of  these 
were  decided  cases  of  diphtheria. 

At  Wellow  there  was  epidemic  “  sore  throat”  in  January  Wellow. 
and  February.  One  death  was  registered  at  the  end  of 
January  as  having  occurred  from  “  laryngitis,  ”  and  one  in 
F ebruary  as  having  died  from  4  1  acute  membranous  laryn¬ 
gitis.”  I  did  not  see  these  cases,  but  about  the  same  time 
I  saw  cases  of  diphtheria  at  Wellow. 

In  the  autumn  of  1884  a  death  from  diphtheria  occurred  Freshwater., 
in  a  thatched  cottage  in  Compt  Lane,  and  in  September, 

1885,  there  were  two  cases,  one  of  which  died,  in  Yictoria 
Hoad.  In  the  early  summer  of  1886  there  were  an 
unusually  large  number  of  cases  of  sore  throat  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  School  Green,  and  in  July  a  case  of  a 
very  severe  character  occurred  in  the  family  of  the  master 
of  the  Parochial  Schools.  In  September  a  girl  died  from 
diphtheria  in  an  old  thatched  cottage  in  Victoria  Hoad, 
and  at  the  same  time  there  were  four  cases,  three  of  whom 
died,  in  one  family,  in  the  New  Hoad.  There  were  other 
cases  in  these  neighbourhoods  and  in  Norton  Green.  In 
some  instances  the  source  of  infection  could  be  traced. 
Apparently  as  the  result  of  the  precautions  taken,  the 
epidemic  died  down,  but  in  November  there  was  a  fresh 
outbreak  of  the  disease.  Considering  it  probable  the 
infection  was  spread  at  school  by  mild,  unrecognised  cases, 

I  recommended  that  all  day  and  Sunday  schools  should  be 
closed  both  at  Freshwater  and  Totland,  and  this  was  done. 

In  all  there  were  about  forty  recognised  cases  between 
September  and  the  end  of  December,  and  nine  or  ten 
deaths.  Sixteen  cases  and  four  deaths  occurred  in  one  row 
of  houses  known  as  Dowty’s  Terrace,  where  the  sanitary 
arrangements  were  particularly  bad,  both  as  regards  drain¬ 
age  and  water  supply.  Diphtheria  in  1886  was  confined 


Totland. 

Carisbrooke. 


Bern  bridge. 


Scarlatina. 


Measles. 


Enteric  Fever. 


Wkitwell  Water 
Supply. 


to  Norton  Green  and  to  the  School  Green  District  of 
Freshwater.  The  state  of  these  Districts  has  been  so  often 
reported  to  yon,  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  it  here.  Im¬ 
provement  is  being  effected  by  preventing  the  flow  of 
sewage  into  the  ditch  .by  the  side  of  Victoria  Poad,  and 
into  the  stream  at  School  Green. 

There  were  one  or  twb  cases" at  Totland  in  September, 
and  in  December  the  mistress-  of  the  day  school  became 
affected,  but  it  did  not  spread  there. 

A  fatal  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  at  the  foot  of  Hunny 
Hill,  just  outside  the  boundary  of  the  Borough  of  Newport, 
in  a  badly  drained,  damp  house  on  the  bank  of  the  Lukely 
stream.  There  was  a  case  of  diphtheria  imported  from 
London  at  “Valleys,”  close  to  Whitcombe.  There  were 
also  three  cases,  one  of  wdiich  proved  fatal,  at  the  Convent 
Cottage,  the  position  of  which  on  the  Upper  Greensand  is 
elevated  and  exposed.  It  is  remarkable  that  a  great  many 
of  the  poultry  had  just  previously  died  there  of  some  kind 
of  throat  affection.  These  five  were  the  only  cases  of 
diphtheria  which  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Carisbrooke. 

Several  isolated  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  a  very 
old  damp  thatched  house  at  Bembridge.  One  of  these 
died. 

Scarlatina  was  fatal  in  one  case  at  Wootton.  In  1884 
scarlet  fever  was  epidemic  in  Wootton.  In  the  autumn  of 
1886  there  appear  to  have  been  three  or  four  cases  of  sore 
throat  among  the  children  attending  the  day  schools.  Two 
sisters  of  the  lad  who  died  had  throat  affection,  but  atten¬ 
tion  was  not  called  to  them  until  he  became  ill.  It 
appeared  probable  that  a  frock  which  belonged  to  a 
scarlet  fever  patient  in  1884,  and  passed  on  to  a  younger 
child,  after  having  been  laid  aside  for  a  long  time,  was  the 
source  of  the  disease  in  1886. 

Measles  prevailed  at  Parkhurst  Barracks,  where  there 
were  two  deaths.  Two  deaths  from  measles  occurred,  also, 
in  the  Workhouse.  This  disease  was  epidemic  at  Wroxall, 
where  the  schools  were  closed  for  a  time  on  account  of  it, 
and  at  Lowtherville. 

Six  deaths  from  enteric  fever  were  registered.  One  of* 
these  occurred  at  Poslin,  near  Cliillerton,  and  two  at  Gun- 
ville,  all  attributable  to  drinking  impure  water.  Two  per¬ 
sons,  whose  homes  were  at  Haylands,  died  in  the  Infirmary 
at  Pyde.  One  of  these  contracted  the  disease  while  on  a 
visit  to  Taunton,  but  the  origin  of  the  other  case  was  not 
clear.  A  woman  was  certified  as  having  died  from  enteric 
fever  at  Chale,  but  it  is  probable  she  died  from  phthisis. 

Apart  from  the  preventable  disease  of  the  year,  the  most 
important  circumstance  affecting  the  public  health  was  the 
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commencement  of  tlie  works  for  providing  Whitwell  with 
an  independent  water  supply  from  the  Upper  Greensand  at 
Berelay,  a  scheme  initiated  by  the  munificence  of  Mr. 

Spindler,  of  Old  Park,  St.  Lawrence,  and  rendered  possible 
by  Mr.  Granville  Ward,  of  Weston  Manor,  Freshwater, 
who  practically  gave  the  land  upon  which  the  reservoir  is 
built,  and  the  water. 

After  this,  the  most  important  feature  in  the  history  of  Freshwater 
the  year  was  the  investment  of  your  authority  by  the  Local  Urban  Sanitary 
Government  Board,  under  sec.  127,  P.  If.  A.,  with  the  urban  Powers- 
power  to  make  bye-laws  for  Freshwater.  It  would  have 
been  of  great  benefit  to  that  place  and  to  your  District 
generally  if  the  Local  Government  Board  had  invested  you, 
for  the  whole  of  your  District,  with  the  urban  powers  of 
sec.  47,  49,  and  50,  P.  H.  A.  The  Freshwater  Parochial  Com¬ 
mittee  drew  up  and  submitted  to  you  a  set  of  bye-laws 
which  were  in  a  sanitary  sense  correct.  These  were  with¬ 
drawn,  and  others  substituted  which  provided  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  sewage  matter  into  the  subsoil.  I  regret  your 
indifference  to  my  advice  that  as  a  Sanitary  Authority  you 
should  not  approve  such  an  insanitary  provision.  The 
Local  Government  Board  did  not,  of  course,  sanction  the 
proposed  bye-laws. 

In  a  former  annual  report  I  spoke  of  the  independent  Totland 
water  supply  of  Totland,  and  of  the  enlightened  supervision  Drainage* 
exercised  in  the  development  of  the  Totland  Bay  Estate. 

Although  I  qualified  my  remarks  by  reference  to  the  cess¬ 
pit  system  of  drainage  adopted  there,  I  did  not  sufficiently 
emphasize  my  condemnation  of  it.  As  the  second  set  of  the 
proposed  bye-laws  for  Freshwater  authorized  precisely  the 
system  of  drainage  in  use  at  Totland,  it  would  appear  as  if 
the  Parochial  Committee  were  influenced  by  the  evil 
example  of  the  Totland  Bay  Company.  Had  the  control 
of  your  Authority  over  the  sanitation  of  your  District  been 
what  it  should  be,  this  Company  would  not  have  been 
permitted  to  poison  the  subsoil,  and  endanger  the  future, 
health  of  the  place.  It  would  have  been  good  policy  on 
their  part  had  they  sewered  their  property  as  soon  as  they 
had' provided  an  independent  water  supply. 

The  Newchurch  Parochial  Committee  were  engaged  Wroxall  Water 
during  the  year  in  considering  the  question  of  an  indepen-  Supply, 
dent  water  supply  for  Wroxall.  In  many  of  its  sanitary 
aspects  Wroxall  resembles  the  neighbouring  and  much 
smaller  village  of  Whitwell.  Situated,  as  Whitwell  also 
is,  mainly  on  the  Gault,  good  drinking  water  cannot  be 
obtained  by  sinking  wells,  save  in  particular  situations, 
and  there  the  underground  water  is  likely  to  be  poisoned 
by  leaky  cesspits.  But  abundance  of  excellent  water  issues 


from  the  Upper  Greensand  which  forms  the  hills  about 
Wroxall.  A  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  drink  from 
this  source,  the  water  being  led  in  pipes  from  one  of  the 
springs  to  the’  lower  part  of  the  village.  Unfortunately 
the  pipes  pass!  beneath  a  meadow  over  which  the  sewage 
from  a  large  cesspit,  which  receives  the  drainage  from 
several  \hou§es,  flows.  I  was,  in  consequence  of  this, 
unable  to  report  the  supply  sfe  a  wholesome  one  for  a  new 
house.  In  order  to  get  over  a  difficulty,  I  regret  the 
Inspector  was  requested  to  sign  the  necessary  form.  He 
was  unwilling  to  accept  the  responsibility,  and  the  certi¬ 
ficate  was  refused.  An  application  was  made  to  a  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  under  sec.  6,  P.  H.  (W.)  A.,  and,  as 
you  will  remember,  the  occupation  of  the  house  was 
authorised.  It  is  quite  possible  application  for  the  water 
certificate  may  be  made  in  connection  with  other  new 
houses  in  Wroxall,  because  this  supply  is  available.  You 
may  find  the  scruples  of  the  Inspector  removed  should  you 
again  require  him'  to 'furnish  you  with  a  favorable  report 
after  I  have  declined  to  do  so.  I  would  venture  once  more, 
therefore,  to  advise  you  that  this  is  not  a  wholesome  water 
supply.  *  Imagine  the  outcry  there  would  be  if  it  were 
proposed  to  lead  the  water  supply  of  a  town  beneath  an 
irrigated  field  of  a  sewage  farm  !  There  are  difficulties  as 
regards  the  ownership  of  the  springs,  and  it  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  obtain  compulsory  powers ;  but  if  the  people  of 
Wroxall  were  as  much  of  one  mind  as  the  people  of  Whit- 
well  were,  I  think  their  village  would  not  be  long  without 
an  independent  supply  of  wholesome  water,  and,  possibly, 
without  the  intervention  of  your  Authority. 

Your  practice  has  hitherto  been  to  grant  a  certificate 
under  sec.  6,  P.  H.  (W.)  A.  for  the  occupation  of  a  new 
house  only  after  you  had  received  a  favorable  report  from 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  will  be  within  your 
recollection  that  you  negatived  a  proposition  which  would 
have  enabled  you  to  grant  the  certificate  in  opposition 
to  his  opinion.  I  regret  that  since  then,  on  more  than 
one  occasion  the  Inspectors  have  been  requested  to  furnish 
the  favorable  report  which  I  have  been  unable  to  make. 

It  cannot  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the  public  health 
that  those  whom  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  direct  in  their  work  should  be  called  upon  - 
to  override  his  opinions.  In  a  recent  case  I  was  unable 
to  report  favorably  of  the  water  supply  of  a  new  house 
at  Brading  because  the  soak  well  had  been  sunk  near 
the  site  of  an  old  leaky  cesspit,  and  the  water  was 
impure  probably  because  the  soil  from  which  it  soaked  was 
saturated  with  sewage  matter.  Without  consultation  with 
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me  tlie  Inspector  was  requested  to  furnish,  a  favorable 
report,  which  he  did  on  the  ground  that  there  was  a  public 
pump  in  the  street.  You  can  scarcely  be-  aware  of  the 
effect  of  the  course  taken.  In  future  speculators  and 
others  who  build  houses  which  the  poor  must  occupy  may 
claim  exemption  from  providing  a  water  supply  upon  the 
ground  that  there  is  a  public'  pump,  and  this  not  only  in 
Brading,  but  in  places  like  Bembridge,  Yarmouth,  and 
Freshwater.  If  only  a  rainwater  supply  is  provided  on  the 
premises  you  ensure  the  guttering  of  the  roofs,  which  is 
too  often  neglected,  and  you  thus  secure  drier  houses  for 
the  people  to  live  in.  There  is  a  great  amount  of  sickness 
and  suffering  among  the  poor  of  your  District  because  they 
are  compelled  to  live  in  damp  houses,  which  you  say  you 
have  no  power  to  interfere  with.  . 

Difficulties  arose  about  granting  the  certificate  for  the  Rainwater 
occupation  of  new  houses  which  had  only  a  supply  of  Supplies  to 
rainwater,  and  notably  in  the  cases  of  houses  at  Newbridge,  0Ubes- 
Ningwood,  and  Bembridge.  Houses  are  built  in  your 
District  on  sites  where  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  water  by 
sinking  wells  to  a  moderate  depth,  or  where  the  Soil  is  so 
impregnated  with  sewage  that  the  water  which  soaks  into 
the  wells  is  impure.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
deemed  a  hardship  that  it  should  be  requisite  to  provide 
rainwater  tanks  of  ample  capacity  and  with  filters  attached, 
through  which  the  water  shall  pass  before  it  enters  the 
tanks.  I  beg  to  remind  you  how  important  it  is  when 
rainwater  is  the  only  supply  for  all  purposes,  that  as  much 
as  possible  of  the  water  which  falls  on  a  roof  of  small  area 
should  be  saved.  To  secure  this  a  tank  of  two  or  three 
hundred  gallons  capacity  is  wholly  inadequate.  It  is 
equally  important  the  water  should  be  rendered  as  palatable 
as  possible,  lest  the  people  should  be  driven  to  drink  from 
the  streams  and  other  impure  sources  of  supply. 

Your  attention  was  much  occupied  by  the  long  continued  Binstead  Sewer, 
disputes  about  the  drainage  of  Binstead,  your  sewer  con¬ 
necting  with  one  in  the  Borough  of  Hyde.  You  have  at 
last  done  wisely  in  putting  an  end  to  these  disputes  by 
resolving,  with  the  aid  of  the  principal  landowner,  to  carry 
the  Binstead  sewer  to  the  sea  within  your  own  District. 

It  will  be  desirable  to  provide  for  the  flushing  and  free 
ventilation  of  the  sewer. 

During  the  spring  of  1886,  the  road  ventilators  having  Yarmouth  Sewer, 
been  closed  for  some  time,  to  the  great  risk  of  the  public 
health,  the  Yarmouth  sewer  was  ventilated  bv  means  of 
shafts  which  appear  to  act  fairly  well. 

I  would  venture  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  importance  Unauthorised 

Sewers. 
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Bembridge 

Cemetery. 


Inspection  Work. 


of  preventing  the  increase  in  your  District  of  unauthorised 
sewers,  of  which  there  are  many. 

In  the  autumn -of  the  year  under  review,  notice  not 
having  been  given  me  of  the  inquiry  which  he  held, 
Dr.  Hoffmann,  of  the  Burial  Acts  Office,  requested  my 
opinion  of  the  proposed  site  for  a  cemetery  in  Lock’s  Lane, 
Bembridge,  which  I  gave  ’him.  In  all  probability,  for 
many  years  to  come,  it  will  be  suitable  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  place.  Its  cemeteries  and  graveyards  have  a 
distinct  bearing  upon  the  ’public  health  of  your  District, 
and  any  proposal  for  new  burial  places  should  receive  your 
attention. 

The  inspectors  have  furnished  me  with  the  following 
summary  of  their  work  :  — 

WEST  EAST 

MEDENE.  MEDENE. 


Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  258  .  198 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  without  final  notice  71  .  85 

Number  of  final  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  49  37 

Houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation  . .  . .  4  5 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair  . .  . .  3  4 

Houses  closed  by  order  . .  . .  . .  . .  —  — 

Houses  cleansed  and  disinfected. .  ..  ..  29  15 

Legal  proceedings  under  Sec.  96,  P.  H.  A.  . .  —  3 

V  V  1  “L  >)  •  •  .  1 

,,  „  „  6,  P.  H.  (W.)  A.  1  ......  — 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported  . .  . .  . .  1  1 

„  ,,  abated  . .  . .  . .  1  1 

Privy  cesspools  provided  and  properly  constructed  33  .  14 

Privies  put  on  the  pail  system  . .  . .  . .  32  36 

Wells  sunk  and  improved  supplies  of  water 

obtained  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17  3 

Wells  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7  8 

Wells  closed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  —  — 

Defective  pumps  repaired . .  . .  . .  . .  6  2 

Pumps  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25  2 

Houses  drained,  re-constructed,  and  connected 

with  the  sewer  . .  . .  . .  . .  21  7 

House  drains  repaired  and  trapped  . .  . .  24  — 
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HOUSES  BUILT  AND  OCCUPIED  IN  1886. 


WEST 

MEDENE. 

,  EAST  MEDENE. 

With 

Without 

With 

'  Without 

Certificate. 

Certificate. 

Certificate. 

Certificate. 

Carisbrooke 

3 

Brading 

-  2 

Chale 

1 

S.  Helens 

1 

Freshwater 

8 

Bembridge  . . 

7 

North  wood 

21 

Binstead 

4 

Shalfleet 

5 

Haven  Street 

3 

Briddlesf ord . . 

6 

1 

Wootton 

1 

Newchurch  . . 

2 

Godshill 

(Bridge)  . . 

1 

Whitwell 

1 

Niton 

1 

Yentnor 

2 

Bonchurch  . . 

2 

Shanklin 

'1 

Wroxall 

1 

38 

35 

1 

I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  E.  ”W.  Watts,  Temperature  and 
M.A.,  for  the  following  record  of  his  observations  of  the  Rainfall, 
temperature  and  rainfall  of  1886,  made  at  Lugley  House, 

Newport,  44  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 


MONTH. 

Maximum 
Tempera¬ 
ture  of 
Month. 

Minimum 
Tempera¬ 
ture  of 
Month. 

Mean  of 
Daily 
Maxi¬ 
mum. 

Mean  of 
Daily 
Mini¬ 
mum. 

Mean 

Tem¬ 

perature. 

Amount 
of  Rain 
in 

inches. 

Days  of 
Rain. 

Jan.  .. 

50*3 
on  2nd 

17-7 
on  21st 

43-5 

32-4 

37*9 

4-56 

22 

Feb.  . . 

48-8 
on  12th 

19-8 

on  10th 

40-4 

30-7 

35-5 

0-88 

7 

Mar.  . . 

60-0 
on  23rd 

17-4 
on  7th 

46-2 

34-9 

40-5 

2-83 

18 

April  . . 

•  70-6 
on  27th 

30-7 
on  13th 

55‘6 

40-1 

47-8 

1-71 

19 

May  . . 

73-8 
on  9th 

28-0 
on  1st 

61-4 

44-1 

52-7 

3-66 

18 

June  . . 

78-4 
on  29th 

41-1 

on  6th 

67*6 

48-3 

57-9 

0-66 

9 

July  .. 

85-5 
on  4th 

42-8 
on  2nd 

7D2 

52-7 

6D9 

3-48 

15 

Aug.  .. 

80-1 
on  31st 

43-8 
on  5th 

69*9 

53-1 

6D5 

1*17 

11 

Sept.  . . 

75-0 
on  4th 

35-9 
on  18th 

66-4 

50-5 

58-5 

2-02 

15 

Oct.  . . 

71-4 
on  1st 

31-8 

on  22nd 

60-7 

47-3 

54-0 

5-5 

26 

Nov.  . . 

58-2 
on  1st 

22-8 
on  10th 

50-7 

37-1 

43-9 

4-48 

19 

Dec.  . . 

54-2 
on  6th 

19-0 
on  3rd 

44-2 

3D7 

37-9 

7-12 

23 

Health  pf  the 

District. 

Diphtheria. 


Enteric  Fever. 


Insanitaiy 
conditions  which 
occasion  Disease. 

*  At  the  end  of 
1885. 

Water  Supply. 
South  of  the 
Chalk. 

North  of  the 
Chalk. 


Sewers. 


Cesspits. 


Filth. 


't 


3.-  -THE  SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT  GENERALLY'  AT 

THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR, 

In  describing  the  sanitary  state  of  the  District  generally 
at  the  end  of  the  year  I  have  to  speak,  both  of  the  diseases 
present  which  are  influenced  by  insanitary  conditions,  and 
of  the  insanitary  conditions  .which  may  directly  or  indirectly 
occasion  disease.  .  ■  \  ;  ••  - 

And  first  as  to  disease.  The  epidemic  of  diphtheria  at 
Freshwater  died  down  during  the  closure  of  the  Schools. 
No  fresh  cases  occurred  at  Totland,  where  it  never  obtained 
a  decided  footing ;  but  there  were  two  or  three  mild  isolated 
cases  in  the  School  Green  district,  and  one  at  Norton  Green. 
There  were  also  a  few  cases  of  doubtful  throat  affection  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Hyde,  in  the  Haylands  and  Haven 
Street  districts.  ;  " 

There  was  enteric  fever  , at.  Moor  Farm,  near  Godshill, 
which  filth  and  bad  water  rendered  as  insanitary  as  it  well 
could  be  ;  and  an  isolated  case  of  enteric  fever  at  Pagliam 
Cottage,  between  Godshill  and  Pookley.  With  these 
exceptions  the  District  was  free  from  zymotic  disease  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Save  as  regards  a  few  details  which  I  will  specify,  the 
description  I  gave  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  Dis¬ 
trict  at  the  end  of  the  year  1885  will  apply  exactly  to  its 
state  at  the  close  of  1886,  and  indeed,  to  its  state  at  the 
time  I  am  writing  in  1887.  I  informed  you  that  south  of 
the  Chalk,  in  the  districts  of  Bembridge,  Brading,  Adge- 
stone,  Wroxall,  Whitwell,  Niton,  and  Brighstone,  the 
supply  of  water  was  wholly  inadequate  or  unsatisfactory, 
or  liable  to  dangerous  pollution  ;  and  that  north  of  the 
Chalk,  at  Gurnard,  Tinker’s  Lane,  Horsebridge  Hill,  Gun- 
ville,  Porchfield,  and  Shalfleet,  there  was  only  an  indif¬ 
ferent  supply  of  rainwater,  or  the  people  drank  from  the 
streams  and  ponds,  or  from  surface  soak  wells  ;  and  that 
at  Freshwater,  where  water  is  abundant,  the  wells  must 
necessarily  become  polluted  from  the  cesspits  through  the 
porous  soil.  I  advised  you  as  to  means  which  may  be 
taken  to  remedy  the  dearth  of  wholesome  water,  not  only 
as  regards  independent  supplies,  but  as  regards  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  wells  and  the  proper  collection  and  storage  of 
filtered  rainwater.  I  pointed  out  to  you  that  the  main 
sewers  under  your  control  were  sources  of  nuisance  from 
inadequate  flushing  or  because  they  were  not  flushed  at  all. 
I  stated  that  the  drainage  of  houses  into  leaky  cesspits  was 
one  of  the  worst  sanitary  features  of  your  District,  placing, 
as  they  do,  the  water  which  the  people  drink  in  constant 
jeopardy.  I  spoke  of  the  accumulation  of  filth  about 
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houses,  of  the  gutters  and  ditches^  forded  by  house  slops 
and  other  sewage,  and  of  the  nuisances  created  by  the 
refuse  of  the  towns  deposited  in  your  District.  I  called  House  con- 
your  attention  to  the  defects  of  house  construction,  and  to  struction. 
the  difficulty  in  obtaining  severance  of  direct  pipe  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  cesspit  or  sewer  and  the  interior  of 
the  house,  and  in  securing  the  due  ventilation  of  the  cesspit 
and  house  drains.  I  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  your  mode  Procedure, 
of  procedure  in  the  abatement  of  nuisances  was  exceedingly  . 
slow,  that  you  had  no  sanitary  committee,  that  inspection  Committee 
was  not  sufficiently  systematic,  that  dairies  were  not  in-  inspection, 
spected,  and  that  you  did  not  possess -'bye-laws. 

At  the  end  of  1886  works  were  in  progress,  the  result  of  At  the  end  of 
private  enterprise  and  benevolence,  for  the  supply  of  1886. 

Whit  well  with  pure  water,  which  will  be  an  enormous  gain 
to  that  village ;  but  although  schemes  had  been  suggested 
for  giving  an  independent .  supply  to  Freshwater  and 
Wroxall,  nothing  had  been  done  to  improve  the  wpter 
supply  of  your  District  generally.  The  erection  of  v:m- 
lating  shafts  and  the  closing  the  road  ventilators  has  +'  a 
considerable  extent  abated  the  sewer  nuisance  in  the  streets 
at  Yarmouth ;  and  the  placing  a  shaft  near  the  sc  v\  or 
ventilator  in  the  Station  Doad,  Brading,  has  perceptibly 
diminished  the  stench  at  that  particular  spot.  But  the 
necessity  of  flushing  and  of  disconnecting  drains  from 
houses  has  been  in  no  way  diminished  by  these  measures. 

Some  of  the  old  familiar  gutter  nuisances  have  either  dis¬ 
appeared  altogether  or  have  been  modified,  but  others  have 
arisen.  Several  leaky  cesspits  have  been  abolished  or 
reconstructed,  but  others  have  been  built  to  foul  the 
subsoil  and  poison  the  wells.  Some  of  the  recurring 
nuisances  which  polluted  the  air  about  the  dwellings  of  the 
people  have  been  suppressed  for  the  time,  but  others  are 
awaiting  once  more  the  visit  of  the  Inspector ;  while  the 
towns  are  still  shooting  their  filth  into  your  District  without 
regulation  or  control.  The  builders  or  owners  of  some  of 
the  new  houses  have  been  persuaded  to  adopt  sanitary 
precautions,  but  in  other  instances  the  defects  of  these 
structures  are  fruitful  in  promise  of  future  evil.  The 
dairies  and  slaughter-houses  of  your  District  are  without 
regulation ;  and  your  mode  of  procedure  continues  un¬ 
changed. 

Unsystematic  though  it  be,  the  wTork  done  by  the 
Inspectors  is  of  great  importance,  and  one  cannot  but 
regret  it  is  not  made  as  useful  as  it  may  be.  But,  however 
desirable  it  may  seem  to  some  to  do  so,  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  that  you  can  provide  for  the  sanitary  exigencies 
of  your  important  District  by  the  Inspector  and  his  work 
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alone.  To  compass  its  necessities  the  whole  of  your 
administrative  system  must  be  raised  to  a  higher  plain,  and 
must  be  based  upon  far  broader  principles  than  those 
wx  ’ch  at  present  influence  you*.  The  sacred  interests  of  the 
public  health  are  far  above  all  private  considerations ;  but 
if  it  were  not  so  you  could  not  afford  to  continue  to  follow 
a  policy  of  laisser  faire ,  seeing  that  hundreds  of  your 
constituents  depend  for  existence  upon  the  reputation  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight  as  a  health  resort,  a  reputation  which 
must  be  inevitably  and  irretrievably  compromised  if  the 
requirements  of  sanitary  science,  as  placed  before  you  by 
its  exponents,  are  not  speedily  met. 


Carisbrooke. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  GROVES. 


W.  BLAKE,  PRINTER,  PYLE  STREET,  NEWPORT. 


